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Evidence  taken  tefore  Mr.  Justice  at  Sydney, 

on  Wednesday  15  Kovem'jer,  1945* 

i  Lt-Col •  Edmund  MacArthur  Sheppard  being  duly  sworn  gives  the 
j  following  evidence: 

•  i 

i:v  Arir.v  No.  is  LX34665.  I  am  a  Lt.-Col.  Edmund  MacArthur 
Sheppard  2/10  Fd.  Amb.  I  became  a  prisoner  of  war  at.  Singapore 
on  15  February,  1942.  I  subsequently  proceeded  under  Lt-Cox. 
Walsh  as  Senior  Medical  Officer  of  F  Force  to  Sand a kan  on 
17  July,  1942,  end  remained  there  until  27  October,  ij*** 

'ihe  Ubi  Mari  was  in  a  very  cramped  condition,  and  the  Japanese 
would  not  allow  us  to  get  to  our  baggier  wnich  in  tiie  ilrsc 

place  was  thrown  into  one  of  the  forward  holds. 

The  Japanese  gave  us  no  medical  supplies  and  we  were  ubable  to 
get  at  our  own  supplies  ,  In  the  beginning  the  Japanese  told 
us  it  was  not  to  be  a  working  perty  and  rot  to  take  any 
equipment  because  we  would  be  supplied  and  not  to  take  any 
cooking  utensils  and  that  we  were  going  to  a  malaria  free 
district. 

I  was  told  by  the  ADldS  who  had  heard  from  Divisional  HQ  that 
the  Japanese  asked  for  1500  troops  in  the  beginning  end  when 
told  that  we  did  not  have  1500  fit  men,  they  said  it  did  not 
matter  as  it  was  not  going  to  be  a  working  party.  1  -d 

148  medical  personnel,  uB  being  of.  my  own  unit  --  Ulq 

Fd.  Amb.  Attached  we  had  two  surgeons,  two  dental  of.  Ip-,., 
an  officer  dispenser  and  a  sergaaac  dispenser  *  We  tcck  ou. 
own  surgical  and  dental  equipment  plus  about  three  monuit  supply 
of  drugs,  not  believing  the  Jap. 

The  name  of  the  Japanese  Commandant  on  the  3hip  W83  Okahara. 

He  was  the  first  Camp  Ccmirandont  at  Sandaksn,  and  was  a  ^ 
Lieutenant  by  rank.  Later  his  place  was  xaken  by  heshijima. 

Sandakan,  originally  built  by  the  British  to  accommodate  750, 
had  1500  crowded  into  it..  The  sanitation  was  shcck_ng,  in 
fact,  there  were  no  sanitary  arrangements  made  for  us  on 
arrival,  and  for  at  least  48  hours  we  had  no  buckets  for  the 
latrines.  I  got  into  trouble  over  that,  then  I  got  iruo  more 
trouble,  when,  being  unable  to  obtain  permission  to  the  Place 
where  the  Australian  working  parties  were,  I  Just  wentan^how. 

I  had  heard  that  the  sanitation  out  there  was  frightfiu.  ana 
that  they  had  no  latrines  at  all.  We  had  a  fair  amount  of 
dysentery  and  I  was  afraid  of  it  spreading.  Wnen  they  would 
not  give  me  permission  I  went  up  to  the  guard  and  Just  told 
him  where  I  was  going,  then  marched  01 f,  the  guar^  coming  also 
for  awhile.  When  I  got  out  there  I  was  immediately  put  under 
arrest  and  asked  why  I  had  come  away  and  I  explained  my 
reasons.  When  asked  who  gave  me  permission,  I  said  The  guard  • 
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|  I  was  threatened  with  death  if  I  ever  went  outside  again  and 
al]  that  business.  Nothing  was  done  out  there  at  all  in  the 
w,ay  latrine  acconar  Nation.  Frequent  requests  were  made 
..  san*tation  in  the  camp  for  more  buckets  and  buckets 

that  fitted,  but  Ikahara  and  Hosh.ijima  would  not  listen. 

The  next  incident  of  definite  neglect  was  when  we  were  running 
out  of  mag.  sulph.  I  went  to  Hoshijima  and  he  said  there  was 
none.  The  Japs  did  not  1'ava  any,.  I  suggested  perhaps  that  Dr. 
uayi?^’ ,  rhP  M0  ln  spnda*an,  might  have  ;:omo,  but  HosMJima  said 
v*.  n  ^  have  any  either »  I  also  suggested  that  some  .as 
obtained  from  Kuching  out;  he  would  not  agree  to  that.  They 
had  mag.  sulph.  because  I  included  nyseT  f  in  a  oarty  to  Sandakan 
and  saw  Dr.  Taylor.  I  asksd  him  for  ;v.ny  things  and  he  t.ld 
me^he  could  supply  we  with  80  percent  of  the  things  I  want’d 
V  andMag.  Sulph.  was  definitely  auongf.t  them,  /When  I  got  beck 
to  the  camp  I  thanked  Okahara  for  giving  me  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  Dr.  Taylor,  which,  cf  course  he  hadn't.  Dr.  Taylor's 
exact  words  were  that  he  could  supply  rae  wi  ;h  at  least  TO  per 
cent  probably  80  percent. 

The  accommodation  in  the  hospital  was  overcrowded.  Eventually 
we  had  to  take  over  huts  from  the  ASC  and  other  Fattalions  in 
order  to  make  room  for  the  sick,  as  they  wore  increasing,  and 
tnls  maae  the  healthy  men  very  much  more  overcrowded  still,  but 
there  with  our  equipment  we  wore  able  to  establish  quite  s' 
decent  little  hospital  centre,  but  it.  was  still  unsati sfnetory 
as  we  had  imagined  some  chir.g  far  belter  than  ut  Kuchirg , 

The  Japanese  insisted  on  sending  out  working  parties  dol.lv,  and 
one  occasion  a  Teunne.su  HtO  came  down  end  had  a  Took  x ; use]  f 
and  bund a* d  vereo  ov  four  out,  so  that  our  contention  as  to 
fitness  an-j  unfitness  was  in  no  way  considered  at  ail. 

Before  I  left  the  cage  was  erected  just  near  the  gate  and  I  saw 
one  man  -.r.  inere.  The  cage  was  off  the  ground  and  you  could 

conn  or  t ably ,  ±  thinK,  but  could  not  stand  up  and 
stretch  out. 

The  water  supply  was  moot  unsatisfactory.  It  was  numred  when 
the  pump  worked,  end  1  am  quite  sure  it  was  infected.  We  had 
to  get  rain  water  from  the  roofs  and  build  gutters  to  catch  it. 

Deaths  were  on  the  increase. but  in  the  early  stages  they  were 
not  as  numerous  as  I  thought  they  were  going  to  be.  Deaths 
were  due  to  dysentery,  malaria  and  malnutrition. 

The  diet  on  the  Ubi  Uari  was  limed  rice  and  grissly -looking 
stew  which  the  men  could  not  eat.  Only  59  percent  of  the  men 
could  get  up  on  the  deck  at  a  time.  They  were  fed  from  a  big 
barrel  near  a  latrine,  which  were  just  boxes  ever  the  sides  of 
j  fu  ^ *  ^^ere  were  no  ablutions  until  we  comnlained  about  it 
and  then  they  gave  us  one  or  two  splashes  with  a  salt-water  hose. 
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When  we  disembarked  they  Just  sprayed  us  with  a  carbolic  spray, 
which  t.oey  thought,  made  us  perfectly  fit. 

On  2  September  2942  ah  Sandakan  we  were  all  lined  up  in  the  small 

/  square  foi  what  we  though c  wa3  "tenkoV  --  morning  roll  call  — 
end  thera  were  two  machine  guns  cn  the  guard  house,  Lieut, 
Hoshijimo  sail  that  v.e  all  had  to  swear  and  sign  our  name  to  a 
declaration  t'nnt  we  would  not  escape  and  that  if  any  cf  our 
personnel,  escoied  the  remainder  requested  they  be  shot  to  death. 
Of  course  there  were  murmurs  at  once,  Lt,  Colonel  Welsh  went 
up  and  made  a  statement  to  the  rest  that  he  personally  would 
not  sign  it.  He  was  taken  cf.C  by  four  guards  with  his  hands 
tied,  I  went  up  then  with  Major  J.  S,  Workman,  who  was  Eli. 

We  had  a  word  with  Osaka,  Japanese  interpreter  and  decided  we 
would  sign  under  duress  that  we  would  not  escape  but  we  would 
not  sign  that  we  requested  that  escapees  be  shot.  We  had  it 
altered  to  the  eifect  that  we  knew  they  would  be  shot,  not 
requested  that  they  be  shot.  At  this  time  the  guards  began  to 
crowd  in  end  the  boys  began  to  move  up.  They  thought  it  was 
going  to  be  a  rush  for  the  gate.  For  a  moment  things  were  very  • 
tense  but  fortunately  nothing  happened. 

arrived  at  Kuching  cn  3  November  /after  a  6-day  trip  on  the 
hiangor,  a  very  small  ship,  diesel,  which  took  about  150  Jap. 
soldiers  end  I  think  seven  or  eight  of  us  officers  down  on  the 
lower  hatch.  V/e  were  sprayed  with  sea  water  every  night.  On 
the  boat  we  had  no  food  whatsoever  for  about  three  days,  apart 
from  raw  cucumber  which  we  managed  to  coax  from  a  little 
Chinese  cabin  bey,  V.'e  understood  that  food  would  be  supplied 
and  did  not  worry  for  the  time  being.  On  complaining  we  were 
told  that  the  kitchen  right  near  us  was  being  used  for  cooking 
food  for  the  Japanese  and  we  nay  use  it  when  they  were  not  using 
it.  About  the  third  day  they  supplied  us  with  rice  and  some 
greens.  It  was  not  until  we  reached  Labuar.  that  we  were  able  to 
buy  some  meat  ourselves, 

% 

On  arrival  at  Kuching  Colonel  Suga  who  was  the  senior  officer 
in  Borneo  in  command  cf  all  prisoner  of  war  camps  there  assured 
us  that  we  would  be  supplied  with  cooking  utensils  the  following 
morning.  These  did  not  eventuate  for  about  a  week.  In  the 
meantime  we  were  very  kindly  fed  on  tcbaeco  supplied  by  the 
Indonesians  -  they  were  very  good  to  us  -  through  the  wire.  Col. 
Suga  also  stated  that  officers  -  British,  Australian  and  Dutch  - 
would  soon  be  able  to  meet  on  an  equal  social  level-  For 
approximately  two  months  Col.  Suga  made  frequent  visits  to 
the  Australian  officers  huts  after  which  he  apparently  decided 
that  this  mocking  on  an  equal  social  level  was  out  of  the  questioi 
as  we  did  not  encourage  any  fraternising. 

I  At  Kuching  we  were  Joined  by  Major  G.  N.  S.  Campbell  and  Capt. 
Scrivener  who  had  been  in  Jail  in  Kuching  charged  with  having 

[  encouraged  men  to  escape  at  Sandakan  camp  -  anyhow,  it  was  in 

L.  . 
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connection  with  11  men  who  attempted  to  escape  from  Sandakan, 

The  treatment  of  these  officers  while  in  Jell  was  not  of  the 
same  standard  ar  oar  officers  would  have  got  under  our  discipline 
of"0r  v'^°  wes  torir.erly  22  stone,  having  gone  down  to 

8^  stone.  He  lived  at  UJ  stone  for  6  months  and  died  on  2 
September,  1942.  He  lost  8  stone  in  a  period  of  two  to  three 
months . 

On  13th  June.  1942,  1  was  transferred  from  the  Australian 
officers’  hut  to  the  camp  hospital  which  commenced  on  that 
date.  Included  on  the  staff  we  ad,  beside  myself,  two  British 
medical  officers,  4  Dutch  medical  officers,  two  German-Jew 
refugees,  an  American  dentist  end  one  other  civilian  doctor. 

At  the  hospital  we  treated  the  sick  at  sick  parades  from  all 
the  camps  with  the  exception  of  the  women.  For  a  population 
of  approximately  two  thousand  we  had  accommodation  which 
consisted  of  two  huts  about  90  feet  long  and  15  feet  wide,  and 
weie  always  overcrowded  To  give  an  example  of  their  neglect 
one  hut  -  the  dysentery  hut,  which  was  54  feet  long  and  15  feet 
wide  with  a  verandah  of  3  feet  contained  74  dysentery  patients 
lying  on  the  ground  covered  only  with  a  piece  of  sacking  as 
most  of  the  men  had  sold  their  blankets  for  foed  by  this  time. 
Fifty -four  patients  were  on  the  floor  and  20  more  outside, 
on  the  verendah.  V/e  had  three  bucket  latrines  at  the  end  of 
the  verandah  and  one  bed  pan  for  ell  the  patients;  we  had  no 
lights  at  night  end  medical  orderlies  if  moving  or  when  leaving 
the  hut  to  report  the  condition  of  a  patient  were  frequently 
attacked  ly  the  guprds  who  unfortunately  changed  right  outside 
our  hut  every  hour , 

The  1500  British  troops  that  had  arrived  at  Changi  from  Kuching 
about  6  weeks  before  we  did  were  also  told  by  the  Japanese  it 
was  to  be  a  working  party  and  were  not  to  take  medical  equipment. 
Unfortunately  this  force  did  not  take  equipment  end  the  only 
instrument  the  Japanese  supplied  us  with  in  the  beginning  was 
one  pair  of  scissors  and  the  civilian  doctors  had  a  few  odd 
articles  with  them  but  they  were  not  of  much  use  and  actually 
the-  only  sharp  surgical  instrument  we  had  was  a  stainless 
penknife,  which  rnrst  of  the  minor  surgery  was  done  with.  The 
only  accommodation  for  TE  patients  which  only  amounted  to  5  at 
the  commencement  but  increased  enormously  later,  was  a  small 
room  at  the  end  of  one  hut.  I  frequently  made  requests  for 
extra  food  for  these  patients?  ell  I  asked  for  was  two  eggs 
per  day  for  the  patients.  Col,  Sugc  on  the  following  Saturday 
himself  brought  dewn  8  eggs  as  a  present  from  the  Japanese 
and  that  was  the  end  of  the  session  as  far  as  the  eggs  were 
concerned.  No  inoie  were  supplied  to  them  although  I  explained 
we  had  the  money  and  were  prepared  to  buy  them  at  any  cost. 

In  June,  1943,  approximately  19  more  Australian  officers  were 
transferred  from  Sandakan  to  Kuching.  In  October,  1943,  the 
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rcmrlnioi  officers  were  rise  transferred  to  Kuching  with  the 
exception  cf  three  medlar 1  officers,  two  padres  end  two  other 
office  r?  v:ho  were  acting  a*  canteen  officers  end  licison. 

«  '  ~ 

f  It  was  abort  ay  19*3  that  serious  bashings  took  place.  Eeshings 
were  frequcr.ts  comprising  eny thing  from  clapping  of  the  face 
to  punching,  kicking,  ju-Jltsu  throws,  making  people  climb 
trees  end  make  noises  like  bird3,  kicking  in  the  testicles, 
hitting  *  ith  sticks  and  on  one  occasion  e  man  was  treated 
for  deep  wound 3  in  tie  back  of  a  result  with  a  slash  with  a  reran 
Although  I  c id  r.ot  actually  see  it,  there  were  oases  of  burning 
witl  cigarettes;  I  ve  seen  them  put  cigarettes  into  the  ears 
Lo£jnonkcys  .lust  for  fun: /one  Jrprncse  sentry  told  me  our 
punishment  was  not  as  severe  as  theirs.  He  was  AM  at  onG 
time  and  when  he  came  beck  he  was  bashed  unconscious  and 
when  he  regained  consciousness  found  they  were  burning  him  with 
cigarettes  to  bring  him  rotund.  They  then  bashed  him  into 
unconsciousness  again.  This  happened  several  times,  Japanese 
treatment  of  their  own  soldiers  was  just  as  bad,  or  worse  as 
the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  of  war • 

j  Only  on  one  occasion  did  I  see  a  woman  hit.  That  was  Its,  Adams, 
(  the  barrcckmastcr  of  the  womens  compound,  I  saw  her  being 
hit  over  the  face  three  times;  while  I  was  there.  I  also  heard 
of  the  hashing  given  to  Dr.  Gibson,  a.  woman  doctor,  by  Dr. 
Yamamoto  in  the  women's  compound.  Dr:.  Gibson,  wanted  one 
certain  person  to  be  a  blood  donor  in  a  transfusion  and  Dr. 
Yamamoto  wanted  someone  else.  He  hit  her  many  times  over 
the  face  and  kicked  her  in  the  shins.  She  passed  our  quarters 
for  many  months  wi ch  bandaged  legs.  Dr.  Yamamoto  was  about  the 
worst  offender  in  the  bashings.  Every  medical  officer  at  the 
hospital  had  on.  some  occasion  been  bashed.  The  worst  probably 
was  a  Dutch  medical  officer  named  Borgmoyer,  a.  man  of  about 
c  ft  31'  or  6  ft.  4;l .  Ha  was  taken  to  by  Dr,  Yamamoto  with  a 
schoolmasters  came  or  walking  stick  and  given  several  cuts  across 
the  face,  neck  and  shoulders  in  our  presence.  One  hit  produced 
a  cut  slcindeep  and  the  others  ell  produced  wheels;  after  this 
he  was  taken  to  Dr.  Yamamoto's  office  and  the  treatment  was 
repeated  up  there. 


Dr.  Yamamoto  appeared  o:i  ere  ocean  on 
He  was  obviously  in  a.  very  bad  roou  . 
he  tcld  me  that  if  any  Australian  o.tfi 
of  bed  a  red  badge  would  be  supplied 


Ycmrmoto's  finger  was  injured  r tiling 
I  heard  that  hajor  Icyson  bad  been  ait 
early  for  not  being  on  '•tc.rkY'  (n. or c 
hajor  hay  son  and  found  he  had  a  mark  c 
said  was  cue  to  bears  hit  by  r.  clog.  . 
cheek  and  had  been  kicked  in  the  skin 
have  heard  liter  chat  his  J.sCc  z.-  .11! a 
Yamamoto  appeared  at  tne  door  and  I  ex 


with  an  injured  finger. 
Just  prior  to  my  going  in 
on*  was  too  sick  to  be  out 

7»cter  I  beard  Dr. 

1 1  •'•  ■gh  a  fence  and 

J  ■  r;  him  that  morning, 
j.orado)  examined 

Mo  forehead  which  he 
he  also  Iif.J  cruises  on  the 
u:  several  u laces.  I 


°  \  -  (  - 


.  C  '.'mi'CCi  < 


Dr. 


pie ine J  tc  him  that  this 
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,  men  wes  52  years  of  age  and  that  he  had  been  brutally  assaultec 

'  and  tha^  he  had  been  ordered  by  me  to  remain  in  bed  and  that  I 
could  not  see  any  Just  cause  for  the  assault  at  all.  However, 
Dr.  Yamamoto  walked  away  quietly.  One  day  in  the  ward  while 
examining  a  case  with  Dr.  Yamamoto,  without  any  warning  he 
forced  his  elbow  into  my  stomach  and  then  stood  back  and  amidst 
screams  -  he  was  working  himself  up  -  punched  me  about  8  or  9 
times  and  kicked  me  in  the  privates  and  bashed  me  about  the  root 
after  which  he  retired  to  his  own  quarters  still  screaming,  and 
explained  that  to  his  own  staff,  that  either  he  or  I  were  off 
his  head.  Then  he  sent  for  our  liaison  officer  and  said  that 
if  Col.  Shepperd  wanted  to  know  why  he  had  been  bashed  it  was 
beceuse  I  had  called  him  yellow  end  inferior.  He  had  obviously 
been  saving  that  up  for  a  long  period  since  the  days  up  at 
Sandakan  when  I  told  him  his  ideas  of  sanitation  were  primitive 
and  his  knowledge  of  m^dicJne  was  obsolete  and  that  every  time 
he  touched  a  red  sanna  nothing  happened  but  every  time  he  touche 
a  yellow  senna  Col.  Shepperd  laughed. 


The  beshings  witnessed  by  us  went  on  I  suppose  on  an  average  of 
10  e  day;  they  weie  all  for  very  minoi  offences  or  cases  in 
which  there  was  a  definite  misunderstanding.  I  sew  4  or  5 
medical  orderlies  knocked  about,  bashed,  kicked  and  thrown  to 
the  ground  and  one  man  put  up  a  tree  all  because  one  me 'i  cel 
orderly  had  been  punished  for  sore  definite  crime  -  some  definit 
purpose . 

"One  day  two  cf  the  Australian  privates  who  were  living  in  Camp  5 
with  the  British  Git  s  spoke  to  me  during  sick  parade,  stating 
they  ha.d  that  afternoon  bc>n  to  a  funerel  of  one  of  our 
Australian  officers.  Their  Job  had  been  to  dig  the  grave  and 
to  remove  the  coffin  from  the  lony  to  the  ground  and  to  the 
grave.  They  saw  congealed  blood  in  great  quantities  running 
out  of  the  bottom  of  the  coffin.  They  did  not  know  who  the 
officer  was,  as  the  officiating  Chaplain  wes  not  allowed  to 
give  the  name.  The  next  day  a  Japanese  NCO  said  the  /ustrelien 
officer  had  teen  ''cut  off",  meaning  ho  had  been  executed.  V/e 
heard  nothing  official,  tut  i  understand  Colonel  V.'elsh  was  told 
officially  by  Col.  Suge.  that  the  officer  at  whoso  funerel  they 
had  bci  n  previously  was  Capt.  Lionel  I.atthews. 


Until  the  end  of  December  19*4,  I  think  the  total  deaths  during 
1  our  stcy  did  not  amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  out  of  a  camp 
strength  of  cprroxira  tcly  ,two  thousand .  Between  January  1  and 
August  31,  1S45,  the  deathS/Spproxiretely  58C.  V/e  expected  the 
deaths  in  August,  which  were  greatly  rising  each  month,  to  be 
1?C.  On  the  15th  August,  the  third  anniversary  of  the  Kuching 
camp.  We  went  along,  knowing  the  war  was  over.  The  commandant 
of  the  camp  did  not  know  we  knew  it  was  over;  he  told  us, 
however,  of  the  atomic  bomb  and  of  hov;  the  Americans  sank  food 
ships  coming  to  us,  etcetera,  and  he  said,  "I  will  give  you 
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more  food;"  "I  will  give  you  more  clothing"  end  that  the  food 
wes  to  be  a  rice  issue,  a  few  more  greens,  eggs,  end  after  a 
fortnight  it  wes  e  little  bit  more  fatty  pork,  end  the  death 
rate  suddenly  diopped  from  5  a  day  to  three  a  day  in  August, 
which  goes  to  prove  that  if  we  had  had  a  little  more  food  end 
a  little  less  work,  this  would  hevc  been  prevented. 


The  deaths  were  ceused  through  deficiency  diseases  due  to  low 
resistance.  TEs  were  incree3lng  torrifically .  Up  to  50 
percent,  I  should  sey,  hrd  TB;  they  wore  living  skeletons. 

We  had  one  pair  of  scissors  given  to  us  by  the  Japenese  and 
later  on  were  ellowcd  to  use  the  oar,  nose  end  throat  apperatu* 
Each  month  we  were  given  a  few  drugs  for  which  we  signed,  but 
the  total  wes  inadequate.  The  quinine  which  was  wanted  so  much 
was  given  in  small  quantities.  V.c  were  given,  occasionally, 
some  Iodoform, .spirits  and  tincture  of  iodine.  At  one  period 
a  tremendous  number  of  men  had  huge  ulcers  exposing  bones, 
muscles  and  nerves,  and  there  wrs  only  one  pair  of  scissors. 
Later  a  huge  roll  of  silk  was  brought  in  by  the  Japanese,  to 
bo  used  as  bandages. 

At  one  time  Japanese  personnel  came  for  the  purposes  of  photo¬ 
graphing  things  in  the  camp.  The  doctor  got  Col.  King  and  Ur. 
Eerking  and  a  sergeant  to  examine  the  patients.  He  said  they 
also  stopyed  a  man  in  the  street,  for  photographic  purposes, 
who  was  perfectly  well,  and  put  clean  bandages  around  neer  his 
elbows,  and  a.  photograph  was  taken. 

A  load  of  bananas  wes  taken  td  the  comp  end  photographed  at  the 
canteen,  the  bananas  being  returned  after  the  photograph  was 
taken. 


Three  or  four  Australian  officers  of  good  physique  and  two  or 
three  women  were  taken  down  to  the  swimming  pool  in  Kuching, 
photographed  on  the  side  of  the  baths  and  returned  immediately 
by  truck  to  the  camp.  I  understand  one  Australian  officer 
djved  in,  end  did  menrge  to  at  least  get  himself  wet. 

Dr.  Yamamoto  was  responsible  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the 
hospital  end  of  medical  supplies.  I  think  the  Japanese  release 
a  lot  of  the  stuff  they  had  stored  away  for  their  own  forces  in 
the  jungle,  end  when  this  stuff  wes  not  wanted  they  did  a  lot 
for  us.  They  brought  in  blankets  end  boots  from  the  Kuching 
hospital,  mosquito  nets  and  pyjamas.  At  tie  hos  ital  wore 
supplies  of  quinine,  mrgsulf,  sodjsulf,  spirits  and  lots  of 
proprietary  things,,  such  as  anti-diphtheric  serum,  vaccines, 
morphia,  plenty  of’ bandages  and  iodine;  supplies  I  had  not 
seen  for  years. 

If  that  material  had  been  made  available  earlier  and  if  we 
had  had  proper  surgical  equipment  we  could  have  done  a  treat 
deal  for  the  men,  but  as  it  was,  we  were  absolutely  helpless. 


I 
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\fc  get  rice  polishes  on  occasions  tut  later  on  rt  «JeJ»+  i 
saw  them  tr ken  do™  to  the  pigs.  This  wes  the  timo  when  we  heel 

petients  suffering  from  vitaBin  d.flciux.cic.  which  the  rlco 
polishings  would  he vc  helped.  Our  oncc-o-ueckretlonofporK 

corld  ^ust  tv.  tested  with  the  rice  with  which  it  wes 
Xhc  calory  content  would  be  ebout  9C0  to  1CL0,  which  wes 
minimum  d  men  could  live  on,  doing  no  work. 

It.  Wilson,  our  Fed  Cross  representative  wes  eblc  d®?Lwith 
someone  from  whom  he  wes  able  to  get  t  few  ^gg s,  s  me  ’  . 
cococnuts  end  occesionclly  a  chicken  or  two.  When. we  moved  to 
Kuching,  thinking  Kuching  wes  the  headquarters  with  Pr°Fc?\ 
modicel  arrangements,  I  asked  the  Japanese  themselves  if  • 

Wilson  could  accompany  us.  We  were  told,  when  we arriv* ed,  he 
wr e  rn  officer  w^th  us  end  could  not  be  recognised,  he  made 
S€verel°rcouests  in  writing  for  interviews  and  hsd  seen  someone 
on  two  or  three  occcsions  but  wes  not  allowed  to  do .an?i£i^41 
end  on  the  last  occasion  I  saw  him  he  was  threatened  with  jail. 

one -sixth  of  c  rare*  1  of  Fed  Cross  overseas  parcels, 
p«fcSSnr«b5ut  Ecpicrbl^  1944.  Just  at  the  end  one  or  two 
hrd  Cross  DEckegcs  were  thrown  in  to  us  at  the  hospital, 

5f  uSSh  ire??  rotteS.  They  had  been  stored  in  a  store  and  mis¬ 
laid,  apparently. 

Coming  back  from  the  funeral  one  day,  early  in  tbe  1  seW 

piles  of  boxes  with  the  Fed  Cross  on  the  side.  I  heard  no 

more  of  them. 

I  c  rtify  thet  the  above  statement  is  true  and  correct. 

Taken  and  sworn  before  me  at  )  (Sgd.)  T.  - 

Sydn.v  on  Wednesday  14  November)  E.x-..  ShEFfAFD,  -t.Col. 

1945  •*  ' 

(Sgd.)  A.J.  1ANSFIELD. 

v  .  «  ,  j! 

Commissioner . 
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